
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they 
to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good 
news!" But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says,"Lord, who has believed what he has heard 
from us?" So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.     
               Romans 10:14-17 
 
August 3, 2010         
 
 
 
 
It's hard to believe how fast my six weeks in 
Slovenia went. It was a bittersweet return to the 
States—it was difficult to leave such a beautiful, 
spiritually hungry country, but it has been a 
blessing to reunite with friends and family and 
share with them all that the Lord has done through 
the trip. 
 
In our time in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia, we were mentored 
by a Campus Crusade for 
Christ staff member, met 
weekly for Bible studies, 
studied the book of 
Ephesians, shared our faith 
for a few hours each 
weekday, and had a chance 
to enjoy the beauty of the 
country in our free time. 
 
In Slovenia, there were 
many misconceptions about the God of the Bible. 
We explained to Slovenians that God loved them 
and created them for a purpose and to have a 
relationship with Him. We told them that our 
sinfulness has gotten in the way of a relationship 
with Him, and the only way to restore fellowship 
with God is through believing in his son Jesus 
Christ. Through Christ's death and resurrection, we 
have an opportunity to know God personally and to 
spend eternity in heaven if believe in Him. 
 
There is a wide range of spiritual beliefs in the 
country, from Atheism to reincarnation and energy, 
but very few Slovenes had ever heard of salvation 
through Jesus Christ. Many were shocked that we 
traveled so far to tell them about our Lord and 
Savior. It was an incredible blessing to share with 
them how He has transformed our lives. 

 
Our group of 27 students and eight staff members 
(pictured above) had an opportunity to share the 
Gospel with over 600 people, and the Lord added 
14 new believers to His kingdom. Your prayers, 
support and encouragement have impacted lives 
for eternity! 

 
 
 
 

But that's not all—God didn't just work in the 
hearts of the Slovene people. In fact, he changed 

my own heart in a mighty way. He has given me a 
heavy burden to reach the nations with the Gospel.  
I believe the Lord is calling me to full-time ministry 
through missions work, and I plan on returning to 

Slovenia through Campus 
Crusade for Christ to continue 

building a movement of 
college students in Slovenia. 

God is clearly doing a work in 
Slovenia, and I'm excited to 
return there within the next 

few years. 
 

It has been an incredible 
blessing to partner with you 

for the sake of the Gospel. I'm 
looking forward to returning 

to Ohio University for my 
final year of school and 

applying all I've learned this summer to impact 
lives for the Lord in Athens. Please keep the 

country of Slovenia and the new believers there in 
your prayers. A team of nine recent graduates from 
Ohio State University is heading to Ljubljana for an 

entire year to continue building a movement of 
Christian students. 

 
Thank you again for your prayers and support. If 
you’d like more information on the trip, you can 

check out http://thesloveniaproject.com or contact 
me anytime—I’d love to share with you! 

 
 

In Him, 
 
 
 
 

jshirkman@gmail.com 
330-608-9756 


